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was in fact preparing the way for a purified Christianity. This interpreta-
tion would doubtless have amused Stalin, but it is only fair to remember
that it was made before the worst evils of the Stalin era occurred, and
before the world at large knew much about what was happening in
Russia.
Three other factors now influenced young Hyde. The first was the
misery of mass unemployment and the apparent indifference to it of the
'respectable classes'; the second was the attraction of the Communist
Peace Campaign, and the argument that if the workers of the world
turned the next war into a civil war, that would in fact mean the end of
war for all time. The third factor was the influence of the works of
William Morris- That great artist and writer made Communism seem
colourful and held out shining visions of the future. 'Man's leisure would
increase until at last he had more leisure hours by far than those required
to assist the machine to do the hum-drum but necessary jobs for the
community.
'From this would come the desire and opportunity to use that leisure
well; every man and woman would become an artist-craftsman and, as
aesthetic standards rose, none would be content with anything which was
mass-produced if it could possibly be made by his own effort.
There would be a great blossoming of the arts, with the common
people themselves producing things to compare with the glories left to us
by the medieval craftsmen. Communism in practice would in fact lead
to a great outpouring of the human soul.*
Hyde was clearly coming nearer to the Communist faith, but he was
still worried about the Party rejection of common morality, particularly
in regard to sex. The usual Marxist explanations were given to him, but
a stronger compulsive force was exerted by his resentment at the prob-
ably necessary action taken by the police against unemployed rioters in
Bristol Class anger was now a potent factor.
By this time his Christianity had been replaced by hatred and though
he still continued to preach occasionally, his sermons were mainly a
vehicle for Communist propaganda. He had a curious experience one
day when he visited a Sunday school and a Christian boy said, in disgust,
It's daft getting him along. He's got all the answers and we haven't*
There can be little doubt that the lack of positive teaching by the Protest-
ant churches at this time on many important subjects created a great sense
of emptiness in the hearts of some of their followers, and the positiveness
of Communism appealed to them. It is nevertheless a very terrifying
thought that a man of such sincerity and good will as Hyde should have